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4 May 2005

Dear Secretary Small:

The Commission would like to thank you for the informational presentation by
Harry Rombach on the site selection process for the proposed National Museum of
African American History and Culture which was presented at the 21 April 2005 meeting.
The Chairman appreciates your bringing the site selection process before the full
Commission and whatever the final location, continues to advocate for the highest quality
design in making the proposed museum a prominent destination in the nation’s capital.

In last week’s meeting, the Commission members found that the criteria and
process that has been established for the site selection were appropriate and applicable but
raised concerns about moving forward with the process without a well-defined building
program. While the Commission has not endorsed any particular site, the members look
forward to having the opportunity to review the selection made by the Smithsonian Board
of Regents later this year. As always, the Commission staff is available should you or
your staff require assistance.

Thomas Luebke, AJA
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